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Synopsis

Throughout the 1970s, six Latin American governments led by Chile formed a military alliance called
Operation Condor to carry out kidnappings, torture, and political assassinations across three
continents. It was an early & cewar on terrora ¢ initially encouraged by the CIA which later backfired
on the United States.Hailed by Foreign Affairs as & ceremarkableé « and & cea major contribution to
the historical record,a * The Condor Years uncovers the unsettling facts about the secret U.S.
relationship with the dictators who created this terrorist organization. Written by award-winning
journalist John Dinges and newly updated to include recent developments in the prosecution of
Pinochet, the book is a chilling but dispassionately told history of one of Latin Americad ™s darkest
eras. Dinges, himself interrogated in a Chilean torture camp, interviewed participants on both sides
and examined thousands of previously secret documents to take the reader inside this underground

world of military operatives and diplomats, right-wing spies and left-wing revolutionaries.
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Customer Reviews

The first thing we have to make clear in these types of books is who the author is and the author of
this book is John Dinges. Dinges is a serious journalist who worked as the editorial director for
National Public Radio for over ten years (1985 to 1996). He has worked as a foreign correspondent
for Time, ABC, and most notably the Washington Post. And he is currently a Professor at the
Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism.This book is well-researched, documented, and

in it Dinges is himself extremely careful about what he states as fact and is not afraid to



acknowledge when there simply is not enough documentation to make clear judgments. He
frequently cites cables sent between the White House and the U.S. embassy in Santiago and as
well as information from his own interviews with major players within Condor and
embassy/government officials during the period.He makes clear how important Operation Condor
was in the context of South American politics such as the fact that traditional enemies like Argentina
and Chile were co-operating fully for the first time in contemporary history. And, initially at least, the
real fear amongst the military dictatorships of guerilla movements united under the "Revolutionary
Co-ordinating Junta".Dinges shows how DINA (the Chilean secret police) was created with U.S.
support and turned from a small intelligence department to the hand of Pinochet under the
leadership of Manuel Contreras. More interesting is how the book documents how operations were
run in Europe headed by American-born DINA operative Michael Townley along with Italian fascists
to eliminate the exiled Christian Democratic/Socialist Party opposition. All of this, of course, climaxs
with the Letelier assasination in D.C.
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